LATER   MEDIAEVAL   WARS

Asia Minor he never got.   He was drowned as he
attempted to cross the River Salef.

IV
At the time of his death, Frederick Barbarossa, one
of the greatest of mediaeval rnonarchs, had reigned
over Germany for thirty-eight years. He had also
been crowned King of Lombardy at Pavia and
Emperor at Rome (A.D. 1154). He took his Lom-
bard and imperial titles very seriously. They gave
an appearance of right to a whole series of aggressive
wars designed for the conquest of Italy and the
reduction of the Papacy. Five times, at the head of
German hosts, did Frederick cross the Alps and
wage war against the resistant Lombard cities, who
were supported by the Popes, the French, and the
English. After causing frightful havoc, he was
finally defeated in the great battle of Legnano (A.D.
1176), compelled to make abject submission to the
implacable Pope Alexander HI (A.D. 1177), and to
abandon his claims over the Lombard cities (Treaty
of Constance, A.IX 1183).
One of the causes why Barbarossa was unable to
subdue the Italian cities was that he was inadequately
supported by Germany. A strong body of opinion
in Germany, voiced particularly by the powerful
duke, Henry the Lion of Saxony (son-in-law of
Henry II of England), contended that the proper
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